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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment filed November 8, 2005. In response to the 
Election/Restriction requirement, the applicant elected Group I, claims 1-24 with traverse. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase, "capable of ' in 
line 2 appears to lacking a precise and definite description of the claimed invention. The 
examiner respectfully suggests replacing it with — for — . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-11 and 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Weichert et al. (US 2004/01 17302 Al). 

Re claim 1, Weichert et al. disclose a payment management system (100) comprising: 
a charging terminal (POS terminal 508 in Fig. 5) capable of charging an account based on 

an account number (the POS terminal is coupled with a card/check reader 512 and a payment 

enabler 170); 

a scanner (biometric reader 516) for obtaining biometric information; and 
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first means (payment system 140 in Fig. 2) for employing said biometric information to 
automatically provide an account number to said charging terminal ([0039]-[0071]). 

Re claim 2, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 1 stated above, 
wherein said first means is a credit card or Automated Teller Machine (ATM) terminal, and 
wherein said account number includes a credit number and a corresponding expiration date or an 
ATM number and a corresponding personal identification number (The payment system includes 
various money handlers 160 and interfaces 180 to complete various financial transactions using 
the payment enabler 170.). 

Re claim 3, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 1 stated above, 
wherein said first means includes means for automatically selecting from among plural accounts 
based on said biometric information ([0077]-[0084]). 

Re claim 4, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 3 stated above, 
further including second means (various interfaces 180) for enabling a user (step 702 and [0080]) 
to control which account number is selected by said first means (Fig. 7b). 

Re claim 5, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 4 stated above, 
wherein said second means includes third means (enabler interface 320) for enabling a user to 
prioritize plural accounts (Fig. 13), an available account with the highest priority (0084]) being 
automatically selected by said first means (The user 1 10 or merchant 150,155 could prioritize 
these account according to some scheme). 

Re claim 6, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 4 stated above, 
wherein said second means includes software that enables (320 in Fig. 3) a user to trigger 
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automatic selection of an account based on which type of biometric information or combination 
of biometric information that said user provides ([0063]). 

Re claim 7, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 4 stated above, 
wherein said system further includes fourth means (billing function 312 monitors and charges for 
the service of the payment enabler 170) for providing transaction information, including amount 
of said transaction and/or type of said transaction, to said first means ([0058]). 

Re claim 8, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 7 stated above, 
wherein said second means includes fifth means (716 in Fig. 7A and [0082]- [0084]) for enabling 
a user to specify selection rules or selection criteria that dictate which account is selected by said 
first means based on said transaction information. 

Re claim 9, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 7 stated above, 
wherein said first means includes sixth means (Account information 706) for employing 
transaction type information to limit selection of account numbers to only those account numbers 
that are associated with accounts that are compatible with said transaction type ([0080]). 

Re claim 10, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 4 stated 
above, wherein said first means includes a database (user database 324) that is remotely 
accessible to a user, said database including means for authenticating said user before allowing 
said user to alter account information and/or selection rules associated with accounts of said user 
([0062] and [0065]). 

Re claim 11, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 1 stated 
above, wherein system further includes seventh means (POS interface 180-7; ([0054]) for 
automatically providing transaction information to said charging terminal. 
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Re claim 15, Weichert et al. disclose a payment management system (100) comprising: 
first means (biometric reader 516) for measuring one or more biological characteristics of 

a user; 

second means (authentication processor 335) automatically selecting an account from 
plural accounts associated with a user and authorizing said financial transaction based on said 
one or more biological characteristics and providing a transaction signal in response thereto; and 

third means (payment enabler 170) for implementing a funds transfer to or from said 
selected account in accordance with said financial transaction in response to said transaction 
signal (Fig. HA-Fig. 12B). 

Re claim 16, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 15 stated 
above, wherein said first means includes means for providing a first signal ([0071]) based on said 
one or more biological characteristics, said first signal acting as authorization signal, an 
authentication signal, and an account-selection signal, said second means providing said 
transaction signal based on said first signal ([0072]-[0073]). 

Re claim 17, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 16 stated 
above, wherein said second means further includes a database (user database 324) for selectively 
outputting account information contained in said transaction signal based on said first signal. 

Re claim 18, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 17 stated 
above, wherein said database includes an account list, said account list being user-configurable, 
thereby enabling a user to selectively control which account is automatically selected by said 
second means in response to said first signal (The biometric data and account information are 
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processed via the payment enabler 170 which provides an option to users and/or merchants to 
prioritize and select an appropriate account from a list of plurality of accounts. [0077]-[0084]). 

Re claim 19, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 18 stated 
above, further including means for identifying a user (biometric reader and card/check reader) 
before enabling said user to access or configure information that is stored via said database (324) 
and that is associated with said user ([0078]). 

Re claim 20, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 19 stated 
above, further including means for enabling (enabler interface 320) a user to predetermine 
account selection rules for accounts listed in said database, said selection rules determining 
which account is selected in response to a charge initiated by said system ([0063]). 

Re claim 21, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 20 stated 
above, wherein said means for enabling includes a terminal (Figs. 6A, 7A and 7B disclose a 
screen shot of an authorization screen for an online purchase.) positioned remotely from a point- 
of-sale associated with said financial transaction. 

Re claim 22, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 19 stated 
above, wherein said second means includes means for employing said first signal to authenticate 
said user before providing said transaction signal to said third means ([0065]). 

Re claim 23, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 22 stated 
above, wherein said second means includes means for storing information pertaining to said one 
or more biological characteristics of a user when said means for employing fails to authenticate 
said user ([0065]; The authentication processor 335 has access to stored information in the user 
database 324 for each account holder along with other information available from the money 
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handlers 160 and other merchants 150, 155 to allow verification information during checkout. 
Risk of fraud could be scored for each transaction such that a merchant 150, 155 could screen out 
risky transactions or to allow a varying fee to be applied that reflects varying insurance costs for 
the fraud risk.). 

Re claim 24, Weichert et al. disclose the system as recited in rejected claim 22 stated 
above, wherein said third means (payment enabler 170; see Figs. 2 and 3) includes a credit card, 
charge card, and/or Automated Teller Machine (ATM) charging module, and wherein said 
transaction signal includes a selected credit card, charge card, or ATM card number associated 
with said user and any relevant pins or dates ([0039]-[0054]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weichert et 
al. (US 2004/01 17302 Al) in view of Kipp (US 5,239,167). 

Re claims 12-14, the teachings of Weichert et al. have been fully discussed with the 
exception of means for wirelessly interrogating product tags associated with products to be 
purchased, price information and deactivation process. 

Kipp discloses a checkout system that uses radio frequency tags. An article 12 is 
associated with a respective transmitter means 20 for transmitting product-identifying data upon 
actuation and then deactuating itself. The transmitter 20 may be in the form of a tag associated 
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with the article and securely attached thereto to prevent accidental separation. Examples of 
product-identifying data may be a product price, volume or weight of the product. One the tag 
successfully transmits all of the product identifying data (26), it reads an erase signal which 
causes deactuation of the signal trigger (24) so that the transmitter is inactivated. Once the 
transmitter of this article turns itself off, the remaining articles 12 in a container 10 will be read 
in turn in a sequence determined by the receipt by the receiver in the checkout area 14. The 
system allows a faster and accurate retail transactions with a minimum supervision of a store 
clerk or a manager. 

In view of Kipp's teaching, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to further employ a checkout system for conducting an 
operator-unassisted checkout in addition to the payment management system of Weichert et al. 
for the purposes of minimizing manpower in a retail environment while increasing checkout 
speed without compromising the accuracy of the retail transactions. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Prorock et al. (US 2002/0169673 Al) disclose a point-of-system comprising a biometric 
data reader. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven S. Paik whose telephone number is 571-272-2404. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 5:30a-2:00p (Maxi-Flex*). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
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